Council Newsbrief

February 2009

National Council

Following the resignations of Mr & Mrs. Carstens, the National Council now has the following members: Dr. S. Du Toit (President), Mr. D.J. Van Niekerk (Vice-President), Mrs. J. Budler, Ms. S. Cook, Mr. G. Karlsson, Ms. D. Nicholson, Mrs. V. Van Den Bergh
Annual General Meeting

· The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place at 17.00 on 5th May 2009 at the Central Showgrounds, Bloemfontein. It is hoped that by holding the meeting in the early evening, the day before the Championships begin, more people will be able to attend.

· Items for the Agenda should be with the Secretary no later than 27th March 2009.

· Enclosed with this Newsbrief is a nomination form for a General Council Member. Completed nomination forms should be returned to the Secretary by 27th March so that copies may be sent to members with the Agenda. It is the responsibility of nominated members to promote themselves to other members prior to the AGM.

· Applications for Legion of Merit Awards, with a fee of R70 per application, should reach the Secretary by 1st March. These Awards will be presented by the President at the A.G.M.

National Championships
· Proposals for future venues for the National Championships should be sent to the Secretary by 27th March 2009. These proposals will be evaluated by a committee who will make a recommendation to the members at the AGM.

· Members should be aware that drug testing may take place during the forthcoming Championships.    

· Classes for Purebred and Partbred Barren Mares in hand will be offered at 2009 Championships. Winners of these classes will not be eligible for the Supreme Breed Championships.

· The rule that “mares with a suckling foal are not eligible to compete in ridden or driven classes” will be applied at these Championships.
· As in 2008 “Top Five” Rosettes will be awarded in the Sec. A Single Harness Supreme Championship and the Double Harness Championship. The first three from the qualifying classes may compete in these Supreme Championships.
· Where breed classes are combined, rosettes will be awarded for the relevant original class.

· The prize- giving supper will take place on Thursday evening at 20.00.
· Judges are Mr. C. Evans, Cathedine Stud (Breed & Harness), Mrs. S. Mundell & Ms. D. Nicholson (under saddle classes), Mr. J. Gilfillan (Harness) and one other Harness judge. 

Journal

Council is pleased to inform you that the Journal will once again be issued under the auspices of the Society. Please also read the enclosed letter about advertising & contributions to the Journal 

Show Rules

· The fee for objections has been increased to R500

· The rule with regard to mares with suckling foals (see National Championships) will come into force with immediate effect.

· The WPCS (U.K.) guidelines on recommended heights for Sec. B & C ponies under the age of 4yrs will be used in the event of a dispute.

Judges’ Protocol

A new protocol a restricting judges from judging animals with which they have a connection is enclosed with this Newsbrief.

Disciplinary Code

This is still under consideration and one Council Member (Di Nicholson) has been tasked with re-examining the proposed code and investigating the possibility of adopting another code which has already been formulated.
Fees

· There has been 10% increase in annual subscriptions and levies (in line with CPI).

· Life membership subscriptions have been increased to R3,200.
· The above increases will be proposed for ratification at the AGM.
· There have been no other increases in fees.

Stallion List

The stallion list has been updated on the website and now includes animals from which frozen semen is available. Further details and print copies of this list are  available from the Secretary.

Letters

Letters received by Council (with Council’s reply where appropriate) or sent for inclusion in the Newsletter are enclosed with this Newsbrief.

